
I Love a Mystery
Colossians 1:24-29

Introduction:
I. The Suffering for the Mystery – 1:24
A.  It is for the Colossians
﻿“I now rejoice in my sufferings ﻿﻿for you.”
Paul was in the midst of suffering as he wrote. He had been imprisoned, unjustly. Then he learns that the church in Colosse was being lead astray by Gnostics. He had suffered much physical harm, emotional harm and beside that the care of the churches was on him (2 Cor.11:23-33). All of that was for the churches, including the Colossian church.
B. It is Connected to the Sufferings of Christ.
“and fill up in my flesh ﻿﻿what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ,”
Any believer, who reads these words, would draw back in horror, saying, “Christ’s suffering was complete, lacking nothing!” And he would be right,
Jesus said, “It is finished” John 19:30 (See also Rom. 21-26 and Heb. 10:10-14) Paul is not saying otherwise.
First, this word for suffering, θλίψεων, is never used to refer to Christ’s suffering on the cross.
D-BAG says that it means, of distress that is brought about by outward circumstances
  It refers to the trials of life not the pains of death. Jesus suffered those trials as well and Paul and all who will live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecutions. Jesus began these sufferings. But it didn’t end with Him; we carry on and fill up that which has yet to be suffered until He returns to put all suffering away forever.
Note also that when the church, the body, suffers, Jesus, the head, suffers. Jesus asked Saul of Tarsus, “Why do you persecute Me? 
C. It is for the Church.

“for ﻿﻿the sake of His body, which is the church,”
This suffering is not for ourselves alone; it is for the entire body of Christ, past, present and future.
II. The Stewardship of the Mystery – 1:25-26
A. Paul’s Relation to the Mystery – 1:25
1. He is a Minister of it – 1:25a
“of which I became a minister according to ﻿﻿the ﻿﻿stewardship from God which was given to me for you.”
The word “minister” is the word διάκονος, deacon. A minister, and deacon, is a servant. Paul is a servant not “of the stewardship”, but “according to.”  He is a servant for the Colossians. He serves them for Christ’s sake.
2. He is a teacher of it (Instructor) – 1:25b
“to fulfill the word of God,”
In order to fulfill the Word, Paul had to teach the Word. He can’t just stand and say, “This is what you are supposed to believe and do.”  He must deliver, explain and apply the Word of God.

B. Paul’s Revelation of the Mystery – 1:26
1. It was Hidden from Ages and Generations.
“the ﻿﻿mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations,”
We taught in Ephesians 3 (a parallel passage) that this mystery was hidden from anyone in the O.T. And that it was not hidden in the O.T., note in types, parables, visions or any other way. It was not there. It was not Israel, it did not become Israel and it had nothing at all to do with Israel.

It was hidden all right. Eph. 3:9 tells us where: “and to make all see what is the ﻿﻿fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God.”
In the series in Acts, chapter 2, we showed that the church was future in the Gospels, 
“And I also say to you that ﻿﻿you are Peter, and ﻿﻿on this rock I will build My church,” (Matt. 16:16-18)
One gets into the Church, the body, by baptism - “For ﻿﻿by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body” — I Cor. 12:13.
The first baptism occurred in Acts 2:1-4. That is where the Church, the Body of Christ, began. 

We should note that the “mystery” was not the salvation of the Gentiles. As early as Gen 12 God spoke of the salvation of the whole world through Abraham’s seed. The Mystery was that Jew and Gentile should be in the same body, on the same level in which there is no Jew or Greek (Gentile) Gal. 3:28.
There are four “mysteries” concerning the church:
· Jew and Gentile in one body Eph 3
·  The indwelling Christ – Col 1;24-27
· The church as the bride of Christ – Eph 5
· The rapture of the Church-I Cor. 15:50
2. It is Now Revealed to His Saints.
“﻿but now has been revealed to His saints.”
Paul was the recipient of this revelation. Peter accepted what Paul preached though they had some lengthy discussions about many things. (See Gal. 2)

Peter said that Paul had some things in his epistles that were hard to understand.

“as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given to him, has written to you, as also in all his ﻿﻿epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to their own destruction, as they do also the ﻿﻿rest of the Scriptures. II Peter 3:15-16
III. The Secret of the Mystery – 1:27
A. God Revealed It – 1:27a
“To them God willed to make known what are ﻿﻿the riches of the glory of this mystery:”
God’s revelation is progressively given. Each dispensation receives sufficient revelation to live lives that honor God. Through Paul God gave this Revelation for the church. Other apostles had revelation as well. The entire New Testament has the special Revelation for the church age.
This particular revelation had to do with the indwelling Christ.
B. The Church Received It – 1:27b
“among the Gentiles”
It was given to the Church. Paul emphases the Gentiles because that is his God-given task. He was the apostle to the Gentiles, though Peter opened the door for them. (Acts 10-11)
C. “Christ in You” Refines It – 1:27c
﻿
“which is ﻿﻿Christ in you, ﻿﻿the hope of glory.”
I do not believe that “glory” here refers to heaven. He is not saying that “Christ in you” is your hope of getting to heaven.
“The hope of glory” is the hope of sharing in His glory at the judgment Seat of Christ.
IV. The Success of the Mystery – 1:28-29

A. The Meaning 
1. The Presentation – 1:28c
“that we may present every person”
This presentation refers to the Judgment Seat of Christ, {1 Cor.3; 2 Cor. 5}
· It is the judgment of church believers’ works.
· Only church believers will be there.
· The result will be receiving rewards or losing rewards.
· Eternal life is not the issue.

Those who have allowed the indwelling Christ to lead them into a life and service pleasing to Him will share in His glory in the Earthly Kingdom for s thousand years and afterward in the eternal kingdom.
The only hope of that is Christ In You and You in Christ.
2. The Perfection – 1:28d
“perfect (τέλειον) in Christ Jesus.”
Τέλειον  (perfect)– does not mean “sinless perfection”. It means complete or mature.
Paul’s desire and the desire of all “ministers of Christ” is to help to bring believers to maturity and to present them to Christ in that day. Paul did not want them to remain babies.

B. The Means: Preaching - Him (Jesus) we preach,
1. Warning – 1:28a
“warning every person (in all wisdom)”

Believers are called sheep. You can’t drive sheep; you lead them. If you are going to admonish, you do so wisely. Never forget your aim – to present them perfect to the Lord. Not to drive them into the hands of the false teachers. – Who are “oh so loving!”
2. Teaching – 1:28b
“teaching every person in all wisdom,”
· Likewise, teaching must be done wisely.
· Teaching is not just telling.

· The telling must be given accurately
· It must be explained convincingly.
· It must be applied lovingly.

C. The Method – 1:29
1. Anguishing – 1:29a
“To this end I also labor” κοπιῶ
Developing maturity in believers is hard work. The word κοπιῶ means: “To work hard, toil, struggle, anguish. But, you are not alone. You have an energizer.
2. According to the Energy that Energizes Me – 1:29b
“according to His working (ἐνέργειαν) which works in me ﻿﻿mightily.”
a. His working

(energy - ἐνέργειαν) God supplies the power, the energy. What God has called you to do, He will enable you to do.
b. Works in Me
(ἐνεργουμένην) energizes  me. With energy, He energizes you. Of course, you cannot take the credit. If credit is due, God will give it the words of the apostle Paul: “Well done, good and faithful servant.”
Mightily - ἐν δυνάμει. He works in His servants in power δυνάμει. 
Conclusion:
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